
Chapter 1 – EVOLUTION – From the beginning 1

Chapter 2 – PERSONALITIES 29
Introduction 30
The INNOVATORS

Anne Matz 31
Peter Hamilton 32
Malcolm Otton 33
John Heyer 34
Stanley Hawes 36
Ken Coldicutt 37
Gerry Harant 38
Others 39

The SECOND WAVE
W.H. (Bill) Perkins 42
Ian Klava 44
Judy Adamson 45
Ken Quinnell 46
David Stratton 46
Stathe Black 47
Frank Nicholls 47
Alfred Heintz 48
R.J. (Bob) Garlick 49
Bob Klepner 49
Harold Podem 50
Ian Channell 50
Others 53

LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS
Paul Bywater 58
Erwin Rado 58
George Lugg 62
Ray Fisher 64
Betty Jope 65
Edwin (Scheff) Schefferle 67
Bob Rothols 69
David Donaldson 70
Robert (Rob) Gowland 71
Neil Gunther 72
Denis Trimas 73
Richard Keys 74
Michael O’Rourke 75
David Bruce-Steer 75
Barrie King 76
Others 77

MODERN TIMES.
Jim Mansbridge 83
John Turner 83
Ian Davidson 86
Michael Koller 87
Quentin Turnour 88
Leth Maitland 88
John Arkins 88
Bruce Hodsdon 89
David Smith 90
Natalie Miller 91

Chapter 3 – THE SOCIETIES 95
Introduction 96

Hobart 101
Launceston 105
Realist Film Association 107
Melbourne University Film Society 111
(MUFS)
University Film Group 116
Melbourne Cinémathèque 117
Melbourne Film Society 119
Croydon Film Society 123
Ballarat Film Society 126
Horsham Film Society 127
Moving Clickers Film Society 127
Camberwell Film Society 129
Whitehorse Film Society 130
Ferntree Gully Film Society 132
Surrey Film Society 133
Eastside Film Society 133
Williamstown Film Society 133
Yarra Ranges (Warburton) Film Society 134
Goulburn Valley Film Club 135
Sydney Film Society 136
Sydney University Film Group (SUFG) 139
Independent Film Group (Sydney) 147
WEA (Sydney) 148
Sydney Cinema Group 150
Sydney Scientific Film Society 151
Sydney Cinema Society 152
Workshop Film Group 153
Nic-Nac Film Society 154
Australian National University Film 154
Group (Canberra)
Canberra Film Society 155
Wollongong WEA Film Society 156
Brisbane Cinema Group 157

C O N T E N T S

I X T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  A U S T R A L I A N  F I L M  S O C I E T I E S  – J O H N  T U R N E R



Queensland University Film Group 158
Contemporary Arts Society (Brisbane) 159
Townsville Cinema Group 159
Maleney Film Society 161
International Film Theatre (Perth) 163
Perth Film Society 166

Chapter 4 – THE STATES 169
Introduction 170

New South Wales 173
Victoria 186
Tasmania 258
Western Australia 261
South Australia 267
Queensland 271

Chapter 5 – AUSTRALIA 277
Introduction 278

The Australian Council of Film Societies 281
Film Users’ Association 367
Australian Film Societies Federation 371

Chapter 6 – RELATED and ASSOCIATED        375
ORGANISATIONS

Introduction 376
Festivals 381
Sydney Film Festival 382
Melbourne Film Festival 384
Tasmanian Film Festival 394
Hobart Film Festival 394
Adelaide International Film Festival 395
Uni-Fed 395
Australian Film Institute 396
Film Secretariat (Melbourne) 402
International Federation of Film Festivals 403
National Film Theatre of Australia 407
Federation of Australian Universities 424
Film Societies
National Library of Australia 425
National Film and Sound Archive 430
Foreign Embassies 435
Australian Film Commission 435
State Film Centre of Victoria 436
Cinemedia 441
Australian Centre for the Moving Image 441
New South Wales Film Council 443
New South Wales Film and 443
Television Office

Chapter 7 – THE CAUSES, PUBLICATIONS 445 
and FILMS

Introduction 446
Causes 448

Cinematograph Films Act 448
Import Duty on 16mm Films 449
Censorship 450
UNESCO 459
ANTIPODES 459
National Film Collection 459
National Film Archive 462
Submissions to Government Inquires 464
Film Arts Network 466
The Gonski Report 467
DVD Rights 469

Publications 470
Federation News 470
New South Wales Film Information, 474
Newsletter, In Film 475
Forming and Running a Film Society, 475
Film Screening Handbook 475
ACOFS Bulletin 476
Film Society Newsletters 477
Film Availability Lists and Catalogues 477
ACOFS 16mm Film Catalogue 478

Films 483

Chapter 8 – TODAY’S SCENE and FUTURE 491 
PROSPECTS

Chapter 9 – APPENDICES
1. Calendar of Significant Dates 500
2. A.C.O.F.S. Affiliated societies by year 505
and state

3. A.C.O.F.S. and A.F.S.F. Office Bearers 507
4. Federation of Victorian Film Societies 509
Office Bearers

5. Federation of N.S.W. Office Bearers 511
6. Tasmanian federation Office Bearers 514
7. West Australian Federation Office 515
Bearers

8. South Australian Federation Office 516
Bearers

9. Queensland Federation Office Bearers 516

ABBREVIATIONS 517

INDEX 518

C O N T E N T S

T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  A U S T R A L I A N  F I L M  S O C I E T I E S  – J O H N  T U R N E R X


